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How to Use This Brochure 

This brochure is designed as a Bible study 
course. How is it to be used? We suggest the follow¬ 
ing program: At the beginning of each lesson, there 
are questions. In parentheses after each question, 
you will find the numbers of the paragraphs in 
which the answers are found. Read the questions 
through first. Think about them. Then read each 
paragraph, and look up the scriptures in your Bi¬ 
ble. When you have finished a lesson, go back to the 
questions and try to recall the Bible’s answer to 
each question. When you have finished the whole 
brochure, go back and review all the questions. 
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Lesson 1 


How You Can Find Out 
What God Requires 


What important information is contained in the Bible? (2) 

Who is the Bible’s author ? (2) 

Why should you study the Bible? (3) 


1. The Bible is a precious gift from 
God. It is like a letter from a lov¬ 
ing father to his children. It tells us 
the truth about God—who he is and 
what he stands for. It explains how to 
cope with problems and how to find 
true happiness. The Bible alone tells 
us what we must do to please God. 
—Psalm 1:1-3: Isaiah 48:17,18. 
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2. The Bible was written by some 40 
different men over a period of 1,600 
years, beginning in 1513 B.C.E. It is 
made up of 66 little books. Those who 
wrote the Bible were inspired by God. 
They wrote his thoughts, not their 
own. So God in heaven, not any hu¬ 
man on earth, is the Author of the 
Bible.—2 Timothy 3:16, 17; 2 Peter 1: 
20 , 21 . 

3. God made sure that the Bible was 
accurately copied and preserved. More 
Bibles have been printed than any oth¬ 
er book. Not everyone will be happy to 
see you studying the Bible, but do not 
let that stop you. Your eternal future 
depends on your getting to know God 
and doing his will despite any opposi¬ 
tion.—Matthew 5:10-12; John 17:3. 
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Who Is God? 
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Who is the true God, and what is his name? (1,2) 

What sort of body does he have? (3) 

What are his outstanding qualities? (4) 

Should we use images and symbols in our worship of him? (5) 

What are two ways we can learn about God? (6) 
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1. People worship many things. But In most Bibles, God’s name has been 
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the Bible tells us that there is only one 
TRUE God. He created everything in 
heaven and on earth. Because he gave 
us life, he is the only One we should 
worship.—1 Corinthians 8:5, 6; Reve¬ 
lation 4:11. 

2. God has many titles but has only 
one name. That name is JEHOVAH. 


removed and has been replaced with 
the titles Lord or God. But when the 
Bible was written, the name Jehovah 
appeared in it some 7,000 times!—Ex¬ 
odus 3:15; Psalm 83:18. 

3. Jehovah has a body, but it is not 
like ours. “God is a Spirit” says the 
Bible. (John 4:24) A spirit is a form 
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of life that is much higher than ours. 
No human has ever seen God. Jeho¬ 
vah lives in heaven, but he can see 
all things. (Psalm 11:4, 5; John 1:18) 
What though, is the holy spirit? It is 
not a person like God. Rather, it is 
God’s active force.—Psalm 104:30. 

4. The Bible reveals Jehovah’s per¬ 
sonality to us. It shows that his out¬ 
standing qualities are love, justice, 
wisdom, and power. (Deuteronomy 
32:4; Job 12:13; Isaiah 40:26; 1 John 
4:8) The Bible tells us that he is 
also merciful, kind, forgiving, gen¬ 
erous, and patient. We, like obedient 
children, should try to imitate him. 
—Ephesians 5:1, 2. 

5. Should we bow down or pray to 
images, pictures, or symbols in our 
worship? No! (Exodus 20:4, 5) Jeho¬ 
vah says that we must worship only 
him. He will not share his glory with 
anyone or anything else. Images have 
no power to help us.—Psalm 115:4-8; 
Isaiah 42:8. 

6. How can we get to know God bet¬ 
ter? One way is by observing the 
things he has created and thinking 
deeply about what they tell us. 
God’s creations show us that 
he has great power and 
wisdom. We see his love in 
all that he has made. (Psalm 
19:1-6; Romans 1:20) Anoth¬ 
er way we can learn about 
God is by studying the Bible. In 
it he tells us much more about 
the kind of God he is. He also 
tells us about his purpose and 
what he wants us to do.—Amos 3:7; 

2 Timothy 3:16, 17. 


We learn about God from 
creation and 
from the 
Bible 
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Lesson 3 


Who Is Jesus Christ? 


Why is Jesus called God's “firstborn” Son? (I) 


Why is he called “the Word”? (I) 

Why did Jesus come to earth as a man? (2-4) 


Why did he perform miracles? (5) 


What will Jesus do in 



1. Jesus lived in heaven as a spirit 
person before he came to earth. He was 
God’s first creation, and so he is called 
the "firstborn” Son of God. (Colossians 
1:15; Revelation 3:14) Jesus is the only 
Son that God created by himself. Jeho¬ 
vah used the prehuman Jesus as his 
"master worker” in creating all other 
things in heaven and on earth. (Prov¬ 
erbs 8:22-31; Colossians 1:16,17) God 
also used him as His chief spokesman. 


the nearfuture? (6) 


That is why Jesus is called "the Word.” 
—John 1:1-3; Revelation 19:13. 

2. God sent His Son to the earth by 
transferring his life to the womb of 
Mary. So Jesus did not have a human 
father. That is why he did not inherit 
any sin or imperfection. God sent Je¬ 
sus to earth for three reasons: (1) To 
teach us the truth about God (John 18: 
37), (2) to maintain perfect integrity, 
providing a model for us to follow (1 Pe¬ 
ter 2:21), and (3) to sacrifice his life to 
set us free from sin and death. Why 
was this needed?—Matthew 20:28. 

3. By disobeying God's command, 
the first man, Adam, committed what 
the Bible calls "sin.” So God sentenced 
him to death. (Genesis 3:17-19) He no 
longer measured up to God’s stan¬ 
dards, so he was not perfect anymore. 
Slowly he grew old and died. Adam 
passed on sin to all his children. That 
is why we also grow old, get sick, and 
die. How could mankind be saved? 
—Romans 3:23; 5:12. 
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Jesus* ministry included 
teaching , performing miracles , 
and even offering up his life for us 


4. Jesus was a perfect human just 
like Adam. Unlike Adam, though, Je¬ 
sus was perfectly obedient to God un¬ 
der even the greatest test He could 
therefore sacrifice his perfect human 
life to pay for Adam’s sin. This is what 
the Bible refers to as the 


“ransom.” 


Adam’s children could thus be re¬ 
leased from condemnation to death. 
All who put their faith in Jesus can 
have their sins forgiven and receive 
everlasting life.— 1 Timothy 2:5,6; John 
3:16; Romans 5:18,19. 

5. When on earth Jesus cured the 
sick, fed the hungry, and calmed 
storms. He even raised the dead. Why 
did he perform miracles? (1) He felt 
pity for people who were suffering, and 
he wanted to help them. (2) His mir- 


(3) They showed what he will do 
for obedient mankind when he 
rules as King over the earth. 
—Matthew 14:14; Mark 2:10-12; 
John 5:28, 29. 

6. Jesus died and was res¬ 
urrected by God as a spirit 
creature, and he returned 
to heaven. (1 Peter 3:18) 
Since then, God has made 
him a King. Soon Jesus will 
remove all wickedness and 
suffering from this earth. 
—Psalm 37:9-11; Proverbs 


acles proved that he was God’s Son. 2:21,22. 
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Lesson 4 


Who Is the Devil? 


Satan the Devil—where did he come from? (I, 2) 
How does Satan mislead people? (3-7) 

Why should you resist the Devil? (7) 



1. The word ‘‘devil” means someone 
who tells wicked lies about another 
person. “Satan” means an enemy or 
an opposer. These are terms given to 
God’s chief enemy. At first he was a 
perfect angel in heaven with God. How¬ 
ever, he later thought too much of him¬ 
self and wanted the worship that right¬ 
ly belongs to God.—Matthew 4:8-10. 

2. This angel, Satan, spoke to Eve by 
means of a snake. By telling her lies, he 
got her to disobey God. Satan thus at¬ 
tacked what is called God’s “sovereign¬ 
ty,” or position as the Most High. Sa¬ 
tan questioned whether God rules in a 
worthy way and in the best interests of 
His subjects. Satan also brought into 
question whether any human would 


remain loyal to God. By doing this, Sa¬ 
tan made himself God’s enemy. That 
is why he came to be called Satan the 
Devil.—Genesis 3:1-5; Job 1:8-11; Rev¬ 
elation 12:9. 

3. Satan tries to trick people into 
worshiping him. (2 Corinthians 11: 
3, 14) One way he misleads people 
is through false religion. If a religion 
teaches lies about God, it really serves 
the purpose of Satan. (John 8:44) Peo¬ 
ple who are members of false religions 
may sincerely believe that they are 
worshiping the true God. But they are 
really serving Satan. He is ‘the god of 
this world.’—2 Corinthians 4:4. 

4. Spiritism is another way Satan 
brings people under his power. They 
may call upon spirits to protect them, 
to harm others, to foretell the future, or 
to perform miracles. Satan is the wick¬ 
ed force behind all these practices. To 
please God, we must have nothing to 
do with spiritism.—Deuteronomy 18: 
10-12; Acts 19:18,19. 

5. Satan also misleads people 
through extreme pride of race and 
the worship of political organizations. 
Some feel that their nation or race is 
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False religion, 
spiritism, 
and nationalism 
mislead people 


better than others. But this is not true. 
(Acts 10:34, 35) Other peo¬ 
ple look to political organi¬ 
zations to solve man’s prob¬ 
lems. By doing this, they are 
rejecting God’s Kingdom. It is the only 
solution for our problems.—Daniel 
2:44. 

6. Another way Satan misleads peo¬ 
ple is by tempting them with sinful de¬ 
sires. Jehovah tells us to avoid sinful 
practices because he knows they will 
harm us. (Galatians 6:7, 8) Some peo¬ 
ple may want you to join them 
in such practices. Remember, 
though, it is really Satan who 
wants you to do these things. 

— 1 Corinthians 6:9,10; 15:33. 

7. Satan may use persecu¬ 
tion or opposition to get you to 
leave Jehovah. Some of your 
loved ones may become very 
angry because you are study¬ 
ing the Bible. Others may 
make fun of you. But to whom 


Resist Satan by continuing 
to learn about Jehovah 


do you owe your life? Satan wants 
to frighten you so that you will stop 
learning about Jehovah. Do not let Sa¬ 
tan win! (Matthew 10:34-39; 1 Peter 5: 
8, 9) By resisting the Devil, you can 
make Jehovah happy and show that 
you uphold His sovereignty.—Proverbs 
27:11. 
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Lesson 5 


What Is God's Purpose for the Earth? 
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Why did Jehovah create the earth? (2, 2) 

Why is the earth not a paradise now? (3) 

What will happen to wicked people? (4) 

In the future, what will Jesus dofor 
the sick? the elderly? the dead? (5, 6) 

To share in the future blessings, what do you need to do? (7) 


* 


1. Jehovah created 
this earth so that hu¬ 
mans could enjoy liv¬ 
ing on it forever. He 
wanted the earth al¬ 
ways to be inhabited by 
righteous, happy peo¬ 
ple. (Psalm 115:16; Isa¬ 
iah 45:18) The earth 
will never be destroyed; 
it will last forever. 
—Psalm 104:5; Eccle¬ 
siastes 1:4. 

2. Before God made 
man. He chose one 



Paradise lost 


3. Adam and Eve 
sinned by deliberately 
breaking God’s law. So 
Jehovah put them out 
of the garden of Eden. 
Paradise was lost. 
(Genesis 3:1-6, 23) But 
Jehovah has not forgot¬ 
ten his purpose for this 
earth. He promises to 
make it into a paradise, 
where humans will live 
forever. How will he do 
this?—Psalm 37:29. 

4. Before this earth 


small part of the earth and made it can become a paradise, wicked people 
into a beautiful paradise. He called it must be removed. (Psalm 37:38) This 
the garden of Eden. It was here that will happen at Armageddon, which is 
he put the first man and woman, God’s war to end wickedness. Next, 


Adam and Eve. God purposed for them 
to have children and fill the whole 


Satan will be imprisoned for 1,000 
years. This means that no wicked 


earth. Gradually they would have ones will be left to spoil the earth, 
made the entire earth into a paradise. Only God’s people will survive.—Reve- 
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Genesis 1:28; 2:8,15. 


lation 16:14, 16; 20:1-3. 
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5. Then Jesus Christ will rule as 
King over this earth for 1,000 years. 
(Revelation 20:6) He will gradually 
take sin away from our minds and 
bodies. We will become perfect hu- 


If not, they will be destroyed forever. 
—John 5:28, 29; Revelation 20:11-15. 

7. God’s original purpose for the 
earth will thus succeed. Would you 
like to share in these future bless- 


mans just as Adam and Eve were be- ings? If so, you need to keep learn- 
fore they sinned. Then there will be i n g about Jehovah and obeying his 
no more sickness, old age, and death. requirements. Attending meetings at 
Sick people will be cured, and old per- tlie local Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 


sons will become young again.—Job 
33:25; Isaiah 33:24; Revelation 21:3,4. 

6. During Jesus’ Thousand Year 
Reign, faithful humans will work to 
turn the whole earth into a paradise. 
(Luke 23:43) Also, millions of dead 
ones will be resurrected to human 
life on the earth. (Acts 24:15) If they 
do what God requires of them, they 
will continue to live on earth forever. 


Witnesses will help you to do so.—Isa¬ 
iah 11:9; Hebrews 10:24, 25. 










Lesson 6 


What Is the Kingdom of God? 


Where is the Kingdom of God located? (1 ) Who is its King ? (2) 
Do others share in ruling with the King ? If so, how many? (3) 

What shows that we are living in the last days? (4) 

What will God's Kingdom do for mankind in the future? (5-7) 



1. When he was on earth, Jesus 
taught his followers to pray for God’s 
Kingdom. A kingdom is a government 
that is headed by a king. God’s King¬ 
dom is a special government It is set 
up in heaven and will rule over this 
earth. It will sanctify, or make holy, 
God’s name. It will cause God’s will to 
be done on earth as it is done in heav¬ 
en.—Matthew 6:9,10. 

2. God promised that Jesus would 
become the King of His Kingdom. 


(Luke 1:30-33) When Jesus was on 
earth, he proved that he would be a 
kind, just and perfect Ruler. When he 
returned to heaven, he was not en¬ 
throned as King of God’s Kingdom 
right away. (Hebrews 10:12, 13) In 
1914, Jehovah gave Jesus the author¬ 
ity He had promised him. Since then, 
Jesus has ruled in heaven as Jeho¬ 
vah’s appointed King.—Daniel 7:13,14. 

3. Jehovah has also selected some 
faithful men and women from the 
earth to go to heaven. They will rule 
with Jesus as kings, judges, and 
priests over mankind. (Luke 22:28-30; 
Revelation 5:9, 10) Jesus called these 
corulers in his Kingdom a “little flock.” 
They number 144,000.—Luke 12:32; 
Revelation 14:1-3. 

4. As soon as Jesus became King, 
he threw Satan and his wicked angels 
out of heaven and down to the locality 
of the earth. That is why things have 
become so bad here on earth since 
1914. (Revelation 12:9, 12) Wars, fam¬ 
ines, pestilences, increasing lawless¬ 
ness-all these are part of a “sign” in- 
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dicating that Jesus is ruling and that 
this system is in its last days.—Mat¬ 
thew 24:3, 7, 8, 12; Luke 21:10, 11; 
2 Timothy 3:1-5. 

5. Soon Jesus will judge people, sep¬ 
arating them as a shepherd sepa¬ 
rates sheep from goats. The “sheep” 
are those who will have proved them¬ 
selves his loyal subjects. They will 
receive everlasting life on earth. The 
“goats” are those who will have re¬ 
jected God’s Kingdom. (Matthew 25: 
31-34, 46) In the near future, Jesus 
will destroy all goatlike ones. (2 Thes- 
salonians 1:6-9) If you want to be one 
of Jesus’ “sheep,” you must listen to 
the Kingdom message and act on what 
you learn.—Matthew 24:14. 

6. Now the earth is divided up into 
many countries. Each has its own gov¬ 
ernment. These nations often fight 


one another. But God’s Kingdom will 
replace all human governments. It will 
rule as the only government over the 
entire earth. (Daniel 2:44) Then there 
will be no more war, crime, and vio¬ 
lence. All people will live together in 
peace and unity.—Micah 4:3,4. 

7. During Jesus’ Thousand Year 
Reign, faithful humans will become 
perfect and the whole earth will be¬ 
come a paradise. By the end of the 
thousand years, Jesus will have done 
everything God asked him to do. Then 
he will hand the Kingdom back to his 
Father. (1 Corinthians 15:24) Why not 
tell your friends and loved ones about 
what God’s Kingdom will do? 


Under Jesus 9 rule f there will be no 
more hatred or prejudice 







Lesson 7 


Drawing Close to God in Prayer 


Why is it important to pray regularly ? (I) 
To whom should we pray , and how? (2, 3) 


What are proper subjects for prayer? (4) 

When should you pray? (5, 6) 

Does God listen to all prayers? (7) 




1. Prayer is humbly speaking to God. 
You should pray to God regularly. Thus 
you can feel close to him as to a dear 
friend. Jehovah is so great and pow¬ 
erful, yet he listens to our prayers! 
Do you pray to God regularly?—Psalm 
65:2; 1 Thessalonians 5:17. 

2. Prayer is part of our worship. 
Thus, we should pray only to God, Je¬ 
hovah. When Jesus was on earth, he 
always prayed to his Father, not to any- 
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one else. We should do the 
same. (Matthew 4:10; 6:9) 

However, all our prayers 
should be said in the name 
of Jesus. This shows that 
we respect Jesus’ posi¬ 
tion and that we have faith 
in his ransom sacrifice. 

—John 14:6; 1 John 2:1,2. 

3. When we pray we 
should speak to God from 
our heart. We should not 
say our prayers from mem¬ 
ory or read them from a 
prayer book. (Matthew 6: 

7, 8) We can pray in any 
respectful position, at any 
time, and at any place. 

God can hear even silent 
prayers said in our heart. 

(1 Samuel 1:12,13) It is good to find a 
quiet place away from other people to 
say our personal prayers.—Mark 1:35. 

4. What subjects can you pray 
about? Anything that might affect 
your friendship with him. (Philippi- 
ans 4:6, 7) The model prayer shows 
that we should pray about Jehovah’s 
name and purpose. We can also ask for 
our material needs to be provided, for 
our sins to be forgiven, and for help 
to resist temptation. (Matthew 6:9-13) 
Our prayers should not be selfish. We 
should only pray for things that har¬ 
monize with God’s will.— 1 John 5:14. 

5. You may pray whenever your 
heart moves you to thank or praise 
God. (1 Chronicles 29:10-13) You 
should pray when you have problems 
and your faith is being tested. (Psalm 
55:22; 120:1) It is appropriate to pray 


before you eat your meals. (Matthew 
14:19) Jehovah invites us to pray “on 
every occasion.”—Ephesians 6:18. 

6. We especially need to pray if we 
have committed a serious sin. At such 
times we should beg for Jehovah’s 
mercy and forgiveness. If we confess 
our sins to him and do our very best 
not to repeat them, God is “ready to 
forgive.”—Psalm 86:5; Proverbs 28:13. 

7. Jehovah listens only to the 
prayers of righteous people. For your 
prayers to be heard by God, you must 
be trying your best to live by his laws. 
(Proverbs 15:29; 28:9) You must be 
humble when you pray. (Luke 18:9-14) 
You need to work at what you pray for. 
You will thus prove that you have faith 
and that you really mean what you say. 
Only then will Jehovah answer your 
prayers.—Hebrews 11:6. 
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Lesson 8 


Family Life That Pleases God 
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What is the husband's position in the family? (1) 

How should a husband treat his wife? (2) 

What responsibilities does a father have? (3) 

What is the wife's role in the family? (4) 

What does God require of parents and of children? (5) 
What is the Bible's view of separation and of divorce? (6, 7) 


1. The Bible says that a husband is 
the head of his family. (1 Corinthians 
11:3) A husband must have only one 
wife. They should be properly married 
in the eyes of the law.—1 Timothy 3:2; 
Titus 3:1. 

2. A husband should love his wife 
just as he loves himself. He should 
treat her the way Jesus treats his fol¬ 
lowers. (Ephesians 5:25, 28, 29) He 
should never hit his wife or mistreat 
her in any way. Rather, he should 
show her honor and respect.—Colos- 
sians 3:19; 1 Peter 3:7. 

3. A father should work hard to care 
for his family. He must provide food, 
clothing, and housing for his wife and 
children. A father must also provide 
for his family’s spiritual needs. (1 Tim¬ 
othy 5:8) He takes the lead in helping 
his family to learn about God and His 
purposes.—Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Ephe¬ 
sians 6:4. 

4. A wife should be a good helper 
for her husband. (Genesis 2:18) She 


should assist her husband in teach¬ 
ing and training their children. (Prov¬ 
erbs 1:8) Jehovah requires a wife to 
care for her family lovingly. (Proverbs 
31:10, 15, 26, 27; Titus 2:4, 5) She 
should have deep respect for her hus¬ 
band.—Ephesians 5:22, 23, 33. 

5. God requires children to obey 
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their parents. (Ephesians 6:1-3) He ex¬ 
pects parents to instruct and correct 
their children. Parents need to spend 
time with their children and study 
the Bible with them, caring for their 
spiritual and emotional needs. (Deu¬ 
teronomy 11:18, 19; Proverbs 22:6, 15) 
Parents should never discipline their 
children in a harsh or cruel way.—Co- 
lossians 3:21. 

6. When marriage mates have prob¬ 
lems getting along together, they 
should try to apply Bible counsel. The 
Bible urges us to show love and to be 
forgiving. (Colossians 3:12-14) God’s 
Word does not encourage separation 
as a way to solve minor problems. But 
a wife might choose to leave her hus¬ 
band if (1) he stubbornly refuses to 
support his family, (2) he is so violent 
that her health and life are in danger, 
or (3) his extreme opposition makes 
it impossible for her to worship Jeho¬ 
vah.—1 Corinthians 7:12,13. 


A loving father provides for his 
family materially and spiritually 


7. Marriage mates must be faithful 
to each other. Adultery is a sin against 
God and against one’s mate. (Hebrews 
13:4) Sex relations outside the mar¬ 
riage is the only Scriptural ground for 
divorce allowing for remarriage. (Mat¬ 
thew 19:6-9; Romans 7:2, 3) Jehovah 
hates it when people get divorced with¬ 
out Scriptural grounds and marry 
someone else.—Malachi 2:14-16. 


God expects parents to instruct 
their children and to correct them 
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Lesson 9 


God’s Servants Must Be Clean 


Why must we be clean in every way? (I) 

What does it mean to be spiritually clean? (2) 
morally clean? (3) mentally clean? (4) physically clean? (5) 
What kinds of unclean speech should we avoid? (6) 



1. Jehovah God is clean and holy. 
He expects his worshipers to remain 
clean—spiritually, morally, mentally, 
and physically. (1 Peter 1:16) It takes 
real effort to stay clean in God’s eyes. 
We live in an unclean world. We also 
have a struggle against our own ten¬ 
dencies to do wrong. But we must not 
give up. 

2. Spiritual Cleanness: If we want 
to serve Jehovah, we cannot hold on 
to any of the teachings or customs 
of false religion. We must get out of 


false religion and not support it in 
anyway. (2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Reve¬ 
lation 18:4) Once we have learned the 
truth about God, we must be careful 
not to be misled by people who teach 
falsehood.—2 John 10,11. 

3. Moral Cleanness: Jehovah wants 
his worshipers to behave as true 
Christians at all times. (1 Peter 2:12) 
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He sees everything we do, even in se¬ 
cret. (Hebrews 4:13) We should avoid 
sexual immorality and other unclean 
practices of this world.— 1 Corinthians 
6:9-11. 

4. Mental Cleanness: If we fill our 
minds with clean, pure thoughts, our 
conduct will also be clean. (Philippians 
4:8) But if we dwell on unclean things, 
it will result in wicked deeds. (Matthew 
15:18-20) We should avoid forms of en¬ 
tertainment that could soil our minds. 
We can fill our minds with clean 
thoughts by studying God’s Word. 

5. Physical Cleanness: Because they 
represent God, Christians should 
keep their bodies and clothing clean. 
We should wash our hands after us¬ 
ing the toilet and we should wash 


them before eating meals or han¬ 
dling food. If you do not have a proper 
sewage disposal system, toilet wastes 
should be buried. (Deuteronomy 23: 
12, 13) Keeping physically clean con¬ 
tributes to good health. A Christians 
home should be neat and clean both 
inside and outside. It should stand out 
in the community as a good example. 

6. Clean Speech: God’s servants 
must always speak the truth. Liars 
will not enter God’s Kingdom. (Ephe¬ 
sians 4:25; Revelation 21:8) Christians 
do not use bad language. They do not 
listen to or tell dirty jokes or unclean 
stories. Because of their clean speech, 
they stand out as different at work 
or at school and in the neighborhood. 
—Ephesians 4:29,31; 5:3. 


God’s servants must be 
clean in all respects 
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Lesson 10 


Practices That God Hates 


How should you feel about things that God says are bad? (1 ) 

What kinds of sexual conduct are wrong? (2) 

How should a Christian view lying? (3) gambling? (3) 
stealing? (3) violence? (4) spiritism? (5) drunkenness? (6) 
How can a person break freefrom bad practices? (7) 



1. Servants of God love what is good. 

But they must also learn to hate what 
is bad. (Psalm 97:10) That means 
avoiding certain practices that God 
hates. What are some of those 
practices? 

2. Fornication: Sex before 
marriage, adultery, bestial¬ 
ity, incest, and homosexuali¬ 
ty are all serious sins against 
God. (Leviticus 18:6; Romans 1: 

26, 27; 1 Corinthians 6:9,10) If 
a couple are not married but 
are living together, they should 
separate or else get legally mar¬ 
ried.—Hebrews 13:4. 

3. Lying , Gambling , Stealing: Jeho¬ 
vah God cannot lie. (Titus 1:2) Persons 
who want his approval must avoid 
lying. (Proverbs 6:16-19; Colossians 3: 
9,10) Every form of gambling is taint¬ 
ed by greed. So Christians do not take 
part in any kind of gambling, such 
as lotteries, horse racing, and bingo. 
(Ephesians 5:3-5) And Christians do 
not steal. They do not knowingly buy 
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God hates 
drunkenness, 
stealing, gambling, 
and acts of violence 


What Does God Require of Us? 








stolen property or take things with¬ 
out permission.—Exodus 20:15; Ephe¬ 
sians 4:28. 

4. Fits of Anger ; Violence: Uncon¬ 
trolled anger can lead to acts of vi¬ 
olence. (Genesis 4:5-8) A violent per¬ 
son cannot be God’s friend. (Psalm 
11:5; Proverbs 22:24, 25) It is wrong to 
take revenge or to return evil for the 
bad things that others might do to us. 
—Proverbs 24:29; Romans 12:17-21. 

5. Magical Spells and Spiritism: 
Some people call on the power of the 
spirits to try to heal sicknesses. Oth¬ 
ers cast spells on their enemies to 
make them sick or even to kill them. 
The power behind all these practices 

is Satan. So Christians 
must not take part 






in any of them. (Deuteronomy 18:9-13) 
Staying close to Jehovah is the best 
protection from spells that may be cast 
on us by others.—Proverbs 18:10. 

6. Drunkenness: It is not wrong to 
drink a little wine, beer, or other alco¬ 
holic beverage. (Psalm 104:15; 1 Tim¬ 
othy 5:23) But heavy drinking and 
drunkenness are wrong in God’s eyes. 
(1 Corinthians 5:11-13; 1 Timothy 3:8) 
Drinking too much can ruin your 
health and disrupt your family. It can 
also cause you to give in very quickly 
to other temptations.—Proverbs 23:20, 
21, 29-35. 

7. Persons who practice things that 
God says are bad will “not inher¬ 
it God’s kingdom.’’ (Galatians 5:19-21) 
If you really love God and want to 
please him, you can break free from 
these practices. (1 John 5:3) Learn to 

hate what God says is bad. (Romans 
12:9) Associate with people who have 
godly habits. (Proverbs 13:20) Mature 
Christian companions may prove to 
be a source of help. (James 5:14) Above 
all, rely on God’s help through prayer. 
—Philippians 4:6, 7,13. 
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Lesson 11 


Beliefs and Customs 
That Displease God 


What kind of beliefs and customs are wrong? (1) 
Should Christians believe that God is a Trinity? (2) 

Why do true Christians not celebrate Christmas , 

Easter f or birthdays? (3, 4) 

Can the dead harm the living? (5) Did Jesus die on a cross? (6) 

How important is it to please God? (7) 


1. Not all beliefs and cus¬ 
toms are bad. But God 
does not approve of them 
if they come from false re¬ 
ligion or are against Bible 
teachings.—Matthew 15:6. 

2. Trinity: Is Jehovah a 
Trinity—three persons in 
one God? No! Jehovah, the 
Father, is “the only true 
God.” (John 17:3; Mark 12: 

29) Jesus is His firstborn Son, and he 
is subject to God. (1 Corinthians 11:3) 
The Father is greater than the Son. 
(John 14:28) The holy spirit is not a 
person; it is God’s active force.—Gene¬ 
sis 1:2; Acts 2:18. 

3. Christmas and Easter: Jesus was 
not born on December 25. He was 
born about October 1, a time of year 


when shepherds kept their 
flocks out-of-doors at night. 
(Luke 2:8-12) Jesus never 
commanded Christians to 
celebrate his birth. Rath¬ 
er, he told his disciples to 
memorialize, or remember, 
his death. (Luke 22:19, 20) 
Christmas and its cus¬ 
toms come from ancient 
false religions. The same is 
true of Easter customs, such as the 
use of eggs and rabbits. The early 
Christians did not celebrate Christ¬ 
mas or Easter, nor do true Christians 
today. 

4. Birthdays: The only two birthday 
celebrations spoken of in the Bible 
were held by persons who did not 
worship Jehovah. (Genesis 40:20-22; 



God is not 
a Trinity 
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Mark 6:21, 22, 24-27) The early Chris¬ 
tians did not celebrate birthdays. 
The custom of celebrating birthdays 
comes from ancient false religions. 
True Christians give gifts and have 
good times together at other times 
during the year. 

5. Fear of the Dead: The dead can¬ 
not do anything or feel anything. We 
cannot help them, and they cannot 
hurt us. (Psalm 146:4; Ecclesiastes 9: 
5,10) The soul dies; it does not live on 
after death. (Ezekiel 18:4) But some¬ 
times wicked angels, called demons, 
pretend to be the spirits of the dead. 
Any customs that have to do with fear 
of or worship of the dead are wrong. 
—Isaiah 8:19. 

6. Cross: Jesus did not die on a 
cross. He died on a pole, or a stake. 
The Greek word translated "cross” in 


Christmas and Easter 
come from ancient 
false religions 
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from ancient false re¬ 
ligions. The cross was not 


many Bibles meant just one piece of used or worshiped by the early 
timber. The symbol of the cross comes Christians. Therefore, do you think it 

would be right to use a cross 
in worship?—Deuteronomy 
7:26; 1 Corinthians 10:14. 

7. It may be very hard to 
abandon some of these be¬ 
liefs and customs. Relatives 
and friends may try to con¬ 
vince you not to change your 
beliefs. But pleasing God is 
more important than pleas¬ 
ing men.—Proverbs 29:25; 
Matthew 10:36, 37. 


There is no reason 
to worship the dead 
or to fear them 
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Lesson 12 


Showing Resp ect for Life and Blood 

How should we view life? (I) abortion? (1 ) 

How do Christians show that they are safety conscious? (2) 

Is it wrong to kill animals? (3) 

What are some practices that do not show respect for life? (4) 

What is God 9 s law on blood? (5) 

Does this include blood transfusions? (6) 



1. Jehovah is the Source of life. 
All living things owe their life to 
God. (Psalm 36:9) Life is sacred to 
God. Even the life of an unborn 
child inside its mother is precious 
to Jehovah. To kill such a devel¬ 
oping baby on purpose is wrong 
in God’s eyes.—Exodus 21:22, 23; 
Psalm 127:3. 

2. True Christians are safety 
conscious. They make sure that 
their cars and their homes are 
safe. (Deuteronomy 22:8) God’s 
servants do not take unnecessary 
risks with their lives just for plea¬ 
sure or excitement. So they do not 
share in violent sports that de¬ 
liberately hurt other people. They 
avoid entertainment that encour¬ 
ages violence.—Psalm 11:5; John 
13:35. 
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3. Animal life is also sacred to the 
Creator. A Christian may kill animals 
to provide food and clothing or to pro¬ 
tect himself from sickness and dan¬ 
ger. (Genesis 3:21; 9:3; Exodus 21:28) 
But it is wrong to mistreat animals or 
to kill them just for sport or pleasure. 
—Proverbs 12:10. 

4. Smoking, chewing betel nut and 
taking drugs for pleasure are not for 
Christians. These practices are wrong 
because (1) they make us their slaves, 
(2) they harm our bodies, and (3) they 
are unclean. (Romans 6:19; 12:1; 2 Co¬ 
rinthians 7:1) It can be very hard to 
give up these habits. But we must do 
so to please Jehovah. 

5. Blood is also sacred in God’s 
eyes. God says that the soul, or life, 
is in the blood. So it is wrong to eat 
blood. It is also wrong to eat the meat 
of an animal that has not been prop¬ 
erly bled. If an animal is strangled or 
dies in a trap, it should not be eaten. 
If it is speared or shot it must be bled 
quickly if it is to be eaten.—Genesis 9: 
3,4; Leviticus 17:13,14; Acts 15:28, 29. 

6. Is it wrong to accept a blood 
transfusion? Remember, Jehovah re¬ 
quires that we abstain from blood. 
This means that we must not take 
into our bodies in any way at all oth¬ 
er people’s blood or even our own 
blood that has been stored. (Acts 21: 
25) So true Christians will not ac¬ 
cept a blood transfusion. They will ac¬ 
cept other kinds of medical treatment 
such as transfusion of nonblood prod¬ 
ucts. They want to live, but they will 
not try to save their life by breaking 
God’s laws.—Matthew 16:25. 


To please God, we 
must avoid blood 
transfusions, 
unclean habits, 
and unnecessary 
risks 
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Lesson 13 


How Can You Find the True Religion? 


Are all religions pleasing to God, or is just one? (I) 

Why are there so many religions that claim to be Christian? (2) 

How can you identify true Christians? (3-7) 



1. Jesus started one true Christian 
religion. So today there must be just 
one body, or group, of true worshipers 
of Jehovah God. (John 4:23, 24; Ephe¬ 
sians 4:4, 5) The Bible teaches that 
only a few people are on the narrow 
road to life.—Matthew 7:13, 14. 

2. The Bible foretold that after the 
death of the apostles, wrong teachings 
and unchristian practices would slow¬ 
ly come into the Christian congrega¬ 


tion. Men would draw away believers 
to follow them instead of Christ. (Mat¬ 
thew 7:15, 21-23; Acts 20:29, 30) That 
is why we see so many different reli¬ 
gions that claim to be Christian. How 
can we identify true Christians? 

3. The most outstanding mark of 
true Christians is that they have 
real love among themselves. (John 13: 
34, 35) They are not taught to think 
that they are better than people of 
other races or skin color. Neither are 
they taught to hate people from oth¬ 
er countries. (Acts 10:34, 35) So they 
do not share in wars. True Christians 
treat one another as brothers and sis¬ 
ters.—1 John 4:20, 21. 

4. Another mark of true religion is 
that its members have a deep respect 
for the Bible. They accept it as the 
Word of God and believe what it says. 
(John 17:17; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17) They 
treat God’s Word as being more impor¬ 
tant than human ideas or customs. 
(Matthew 15:1-3, 7-9) They try to live 
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by the Bible in their everyday life. So 
they do not preach one thing and then 
practice another.—Titus 1:15, 16. 

5. The true religion must also hon¬ 
or God's name . (Matthew 6:9) Jesus 
made God’s name, Jehovah, known 


not get involved in the world’s polit¬ 
ical affairs and social controversies. 
They avoid the harmful conduct, prac¬ 
tices, and attitudes that are common 
in the world. (James 1:27; 4:4) Can you 
identify a religious group in your com- 


to others. True Christians must do munity that has these marks of true 

the same. (John 17:6, 26; Romans 10: Christianity? 

13, 14) Who are the people 
in your community that tell 
others about God’s name? 

6. True Christians must 
preach about God's King¬ 
dom . Jesus did so. He al¬ 
ways talked about the 
Kingdom. (Luke 8:1) He 
commanded his disciples 
to preach this same mes¬ 
sage in all the earth. (Mat¬ 
thew 24:14; 28:19, 20) True 
Christians believe that only 
God’s Kingdom will bring 
true peace and security to 
this earth.—Psalm 146:3-5. 

7. Jesus’ disciples must 
be no part of this wicked 
world. (John 17:16) They do 






True Christians 
love one another ; 
respect the Bible , 
and preach about 
God 9 s Kingdom 
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Lesson 14 


How Jehovah’s Witnesses 

Are Organized 

When did Jehovah's Witnesses have their modern-day start? (I) 
How are meetings of Jehovah's Witnesses conducted? (2) 

How are expenses caredfor? (3) 

Who takes the lead in each congregation? (4) 

What larger meetings are held each year? (5) 

What work is done at their headquarters and branch offices? (6) 


1. Jehovah’s Witnesses had their 
modern-day start in the 1870’s. At 
first they were called Bible Students. 
But in 1931 they adopted the Scrip¬ 
tural name Jehovah’s Witnesses. (Isa¬ 
iah 43:10) From small beginnings the 
organization has grown to millions of 
Witnesses, who are busy preaching in 
more than 230 lands. 


2. Most congregations of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses have meetings three times 
each week. You are invited to attend 
any of these. (Hebrews 10:24, 25) The 
Bible is the basis for what is taught. 
Meetings are opened and closed with 
prayer. Heartfelt "spiritual songs’’ are 
also sung at most meetings. (Ephe¬ 
sians 5:18, 19) Admission is free, and 

no collections are tak¬ 
en.—Matthew 10:8. 

3. Most congrega¬ 
tions hold meetings in 
a Kingdom Hall. These 
are usually simple 
structures built by Wit¬ 
ness volunteers. You 
will not see any images, 
crucifixes, or things like 
these at the Kingdom 
Hall. Expenses are paid 
for by voluntary dona- 
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tions. For those who 
wish to make a do¬ 
nation, there is a 
contribution box.—2 Corinthians 9:7. 

4. In each congregation, there are 
elders, or overseers. They take the 
lead in teaching in the congregation. 
(1 Timothy 3:1-7; 5:17) They are as¬ 
sisted by ministerial servants. (1 Tim¬ 
othy 3:8-10, 12, 13) These men are 
not elevated above the rest of the con¬ 
gregation. (2 Corinthians 1:24) They 
are not given special titles. (Matthew 
23:8-10) They do not dress differently 
from others. Neither are they paid for 
their work. The elders willingly look 
after the spiritual needs of the congre¬ 
gation. They can provide comfort and 
guidance in times of trouble.—James 
5:14-16; 1 Peter 5:2, 3. 

5. Jehovah’s Witnesses also hold 
large assemblies or conventions each 


year. At these times 
many congregations 
come together for a 
special program of 
Bible instruction. 
Baptism of new dis¬ 
ciples is a regular 
part of each assem¬ 
bly or convention 
program.—Matthew 
3:13-17; 28:19, 20. 

6. The world head¬ 
quarters of Jehovah’s Witnesses is in 
New York. Located there is the Gov¬ 
erning Body, a central group of expe¬ 
rienced elders who oversee the world¬ 
wide congregation. There are also over 
100 branch offices around the world. 
At these locations, volunteers help to 
print and ship Bible literature. Direc¬ 
tion is also given to the organizing of 
the preaching work. Why not plan a 
visit to the branch office nearest you? 



















Lesson 15 


Helping Others to Do God's Will 


Why tell others about what you are learning ? (2) 
With whom can you share the good news? (2) 
What effect can your conduct have on others? (2) 
When can you preach along with the congregation? (3) 



1. By now you have 
learned many good things 
from the Bible. This knowl¬ 
edge should lead to your 
cultivating a Christian 
personality. (Ephesians 
4:22-24) Such knowl¬ 
edge is essential in order 
for you to gain eternal life. 
(John 17:3) However, oth¬ 
ers also need to hear the 
good news so that they 
too can be saved. All true 
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Christians must witness to others. 
It is Gods command.—Romans 10:10; 
1 Corinthians 9:16; 1 Timothy 4:16. 

2. You can start by sharing with 
those near you the good things you 
are learning. Tell them to your family, 
friends, schoolmates, and workmates. 
Be kind and patient as you do so. 
(2 Timothy 2:24, 25) Remember that 
people often look at someone’s con¬ 
duct more than they listen to what he 
says. So your good conduct may draw 
others to listen to the message you 

tell them.—Matthew 5:16; 
1 Peter 3:1,2,16. 

3. In time, you may 
qualify to begin preach¬ 
ing with the local con¬ 
gregation of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. This is an im¬ 
portant step in your prog¬ 
ress. (Matthew 24:14) 
What a joy it would be 
if you were able to help 
someone else to become a 
servant of Jehovah and 
gain eternal life!—1 Thes- 
salonians 2:19, 20. 










Lesson 16 


Your Decision to Serve God 


What must you do to become a friend of God? (1,2) 

How do you make your dedication to God? (1) 

When should you be baptized? (2) 

How can you gain the strength to stay faithful to God? (3) 


1. To become a friend of God, you 
must obtain a good knowledge of Bi¬ 
ble truth (1 Timothy 2:3, 4), put faith 
in the things you have learned (He¬ 
brews 11:6), repent of your sins (Acts 
17:30, 31), and turn around in your 
course of life. (Acts 3:19) Then your love 
for God should move you to dedicate 
yourself to him. This means that in a 
personal, private prayer you tell 
him that you are giving your¬ 
self to him to do his will.—Mat¬ 
thew 16:24; 22:37. 



you should be baptized. (Matthew 28: 
19, 20) Baptism lets everyone know 
that you have dedicated yourself to Je¬ 
hovah. So baptism is only for those 
who are old enough to make a deci¬ 
sion to serve God. When a person is 
baptized, his whole body should be put 
under the water momentarily.*—Mark 
1:9,10; Acts 8:36. 

3. After you have made a dedica¬ 
tion, Jehovah will expect you to live up 
to your promise. (Psalm 50:14; Eccle¬ 
siastes 5:4, 5) The Devil will try to stop 


2. After you have made you from serving Jehovah. (1 Peter 5:8) 
your dedication to God, But draw close to God in prayer. (Phi- 

lippians 4:6, 7) Study his 
Word each day. (Psalm 1: 
1-3) Stick close to the con¬ 
gregation. (Hebrews 13: 
17) By doing all of this, 
you will gain the strength 
to stay faithful to God. For 
all eternity you thus can 
do the things that God re¬ 
quires of you! 

* A study of Knowledge That Leads 
to Everlasting Life, or similar book 
published by the Watch Tower Bible 
and Tract Society, is recommended in 
preparation for baptism. 
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